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Concept:
This  conference  i s  the  f i r s t  o f  two 
concluding  events  —  the  second  being  a 
conference to be held in Cologne later this 
year  —  of  an  internat ional  research 
collaboration  that  lasted  for  four  years.  In 
taking  an  interdiscipl inar y  approach 
proceeding  from  individual  early  medieval 
law manuscripts, historians, legal historians, 
and  art  historians  from  Germany,  Austria, 
France, Italy, the US and Japan have analysed 
the European legal culture(s) of the Frankish 
world,  where  Roman,  Frankish  and  other 
peoples’  (gentes)  legal  traditions  came  to 
coexist  under  the  rule  of  the  Frankish 
monarchy and became deeply influenced by 
ecclesiastical  law.  Methodologically,  the 
Tokyo  conference  will  give  prominence  to 
early medieval manuscripts that contain legal 
collections. It will be asked why and how the 
legal texts they contain emanated from royal 
legislative acts and eventually were drawn up, 
and  how  they  were  diffused  as  texts  and 
became part of major collections. It will also 
be  investigated  how  we  can  imagine  the 
functions  of  such  manuscripts  —  in 
admin i s t ra t i ve  pract ice ,  a s  par t  o f 
educational  practice,  as  a  resource  of 
intellectual legal expertise or as representing 
the idea of law and justice. Needless to say, 
the immediate historical background to the 
composition of each law manuscript needs to 
be  taken  into  account  as  will  the  regional 
background of the legal culture that becomes 
evident  from  it.  Moreover,  our  aim  is  to 
analyse  how  these  texts  were  modified  in 
regional  practice,  and  to  understand  how 
they  were  copied  into  codices  along  with 
other texts of various genres. An overarching 
question  wi l l  thus  be  whether  these 
manuscripts,  many  of  which  were  carefully 
layouted  and  embellished  by  inclusion  of 
significant visual elements, can be considered 
as  integral  ‘law-books’.  In  asking  these 
questions  and  preparing  a  synthesis  of  our 
research  project,  it  will  be  analysed  as  to 
what  extent  these  manuscripts  may  be 
regarded as typical for the legal pluralism of 
the  Carolingian  Empire  and  for  its  rulers' 
policy  of  productively  coping  with  its 
different  legal  traditions  in  governmental 
practice.

Program:
1. Day (Thursday, March 28, 2024) 
10:00 Opening Address / Introduction (ESDERS/

KIKUCHI)

Session 1: “‘Capitularies’ in manuscripts”
10:20 Sören KASCHKE —  “Know your masters 

and  the i r  cap i tu la r ie s :  The  l ega l 
compendium in Paris, BnF, Lat. 4995”

11:10 Takuro TSUDA — “The Tegernsee Codex 
(München lat. 19416) and the origin of the 
technical term ‘capitularies (capitularia)’”

Session 2: “Multiple leges in a book”
13:40 Osamu  KANO  —  “Pecu l i a r i ty  and 

or ig ina l i ty  o f  a  Caro l ing ian  l ega l 
manuscript: Paris, BnF, lat. 4787”

14:30 Karl  UBL  —  “The  imperial  manuscript 
Paris lat. 4418: Louis the Pious or Charles 
the Bald?”

Session 3: “Leges, ‘capitularies’, and images in 
a book”

15:50 Jennifer  R.  DAVIS  —“The  Wandalgarius 
Codex: A capitulary manuscript?”

16:40 Shigeto KIKUCHI — “A nest of (nests of?) 
legal  compilations  as  a  book:  historical 
analysis of Paris, BnF, MS lat. 9654”

17:30  Short Discussion Concluding the 1. Day

2. Day (Friday, March 29, 2024) 
Session 4: “Reading margins in legal 

manuscripts”
10:00 Steffen  PATZOLD  —  “Collecting  canones: 

The  Collectio  Dionysio-Hadriana  and 
beyond”

10:50 Tina BAWDEN —  “Paradrawings in early 
medieval (legal) manuscripts”

11:40 Takanori  SHIBATA  —  “The  interrelation 
of the late 11th-century manuscripts of the 
Liber Papiensis: an analysis of Glossae”

Session 5: “Italian peculiarities in early 
medieval legal manuscripts?”

14:00 Walter  POHL  —  “Lombard  law between 
the  Carolingians  and  the  Southern 
principalities”

14:50 Masue  KATO  —  “Artistic  dialogues 
between the law books and the Bible in 
early medieval manuscripts”

15:40 Stefan  ESDERS  —  “In  the  world  of  an 
Italian  count:  Sankt  Paul  im  Lavanttal, 
Stiftsbibliothek, 4/1”

17:00 General Diskussion
Closing Address (ESDERS/KIKUCHI)


